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Trump v. Barbara

Explainer for the U.S. Supreme Court Decision on Birthright Citizenship

Overview

[J The Executive Order: On the first day of his second term, President Trump signed Executive Order 14160,
to end automatic citizenship for all babies born on U.S. soil (i.e., birthright citizenship). The Order was
intended to take effect on February 19, 2025.

[J The courts said no — repeatedly: Multiple district federal courts blocked the Order, ruling that it violated
the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, over 125 years of U.S. Supreme Court precedent, and the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1940.

[J Supreme Court Ruling: Trump v. Barbara, was brought before the U.S. Supreme Court. In a 6-3 decision,
the Court upheld the 14th Amendment right to birthright citizenship. Therefore, the Executive Order
14160 ban cannot be enforced.

Timeline of Events

[J January 20, 2025: Executive Order 14160 is signed.

[J January 21, 2025: CASA v. Trump is filed on behalf of non-citizen expecting mothers to block execution of
the Executive Order.

[] February 5, 2025: A Maryland federal district court grants a nationwide preliminary injunction,
temporarily freezing the enforcement of the Executive Order across the country.

[J March 13, 2025: Trump administration files Trump v. CASA to appeal the CASA v. Trump decision at the
U.S. Supreme Court. The administration asks for a partial stay of the lower federal court’s decision.

[J June 27, 2025: The U.S. Supreme Court issues a 6-3 ruling on Trump v. CASA but does not rule on whether
President Trump’s birthright citizenship ban itself was legal. Instead, the U.S. Supreme Court limits the
authority of federal district courts to issue nationwide injunctions. This means that lower court decisions
can now only be applied to the filing organization’s members and individual plaintiffs in the case.

[] June 27, 2025: Barbara v. Trump is immediately filed as a class-action lawsuit to offer nationwide legal
protection for babies born in the U.S. following the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Trump v. CASA.

[ July 10, 2025: A New Hampshire federal district court preliminarily blocks the Executive Order and
provisionally certifies a nationwide class that protects citizenship rights of all babies born on U.S. soil.

[1 September 26, 2025: Trump administration appeals Barbara v. Trump decision (Trump v. Barbara) by
issuing a petition to the U.S. Supreme Court to bypass the regional appeals court and take the case directly
to determine the constitutionality of President Trump’s birthright citizenship ban.

[] April 1, 2026: Oral arguments for Trump v. Barbara take place before the U.S. Supreme Court.

[J June 30, 2026: U.S. Supreme Court rules against President Trump in the Trump v. Barbara case and
upholds the 14th Amendment right to birthright citizenship. Therefore, the Executive Order 14160 ban on
birthright citizenship cannot be enforced.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/protecting-the-meaning-and-value-of-american-citizenship/
https://www.naacpldf.org/case-issue/know-your-rights-birthright-citizenship/
https://legalclarity.org/nationality-act-of-1940-citizenship-and-naturalization/
https://www.scotusblog.com/cases/trump-v-barbara/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/06/supreme-court-strikes-down-trumps-order-ending-birthright-citizenship/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/protecting-the-meaning-and-value-of-american-citizenship/
https://wearecasa.org/pregnant-moms-asap-casa-sue-trump-protect-birthright-citizenship/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24a884_8n59.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/cases/barbara-v-donald-j-trump
https://www.youtube.com/live/RYecNCgwSfE?si=odEdwnIY9zrnapTL
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/06/supreme-court-strikes-down-trumps-order-ending-birthright-citizenship/
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A Brief History of Birthright Citizenship

N

Jus soli — "right of the soil": The idea that you are a citizen of the country where you were born predates
the U.S. Constitution. It comes from English common law, which European settlers brought to the
colonies. Birthright citizenship is one of America’s oldest legal traditions.

Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857): The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that descendants of enslaved people were
not citizens, no matter where they were born. It was one of the most condemned rulings in U.S. history

14th Amendment (1868): Congress directly overturned the Dred Scott ruling with the 14th Amendment:
“All persons born...in the United States...are citizens.” This was a constitutional promise made after

U

and escalated the country into to the Civil War.
0

slavery — clear, deliberate, and broad.
0

United States v. Wong Kim Ark (1898): The Supreme Court confirmed birthright citizenship applies to
children of immigrants too, even when those parents were legally barred from becoming citizens
themselves. This ruling has stood for over 125 years.

Japanese American Internment (1942): A reminder that even U.S.-born citizens can lose protections when
the government decides certain groups “don’t belong.” Over 120,000 Japanese Americans — most of
them citizens by birth — were forcibly imprisoned. History shows that weakening citizenship rights for one
group puts everyone’s rights at risk.

Immigration and Nationality Act (1940): Congress also wrote birthright citizenship into a federal statute,
mirroring the 14th Amendment. Any change would require overturning both the U.S. Constitution and this
law.

Trump v. Barbara (2026): The Supreme Court upholds the 14th Amendment right to birthright citizenship.
Therefore, the Executive Order 14160 ban on birthright citizenship cannot be enforced.

Trump v. Barbara: Fiction vs. Fact

The 14th Amendment was only meant for formerly
enslaved people.

The President can change citizenship rules with an
executive order.

This only affects undocumented families.

Birthright citizenship is a new idea.

This will impact the citizenship status of Black American
descendants of U.S. slavery.

The amendment uses broad language such as "all
persons born...in the United States" and the Supreme
Court confirmed in 1898 it applies to children of
immigrants too.

No. Citizenship is defined by the Constitution and
federal law. The President cannot redefine it alone.
Courts have repeatedly blocked this executive order.

The order also affects children born to people on legal
visas, student visas, and temporary humanitarian
protections, not just undocumented immigrants.

Birthright citizenship (jus soli) predates even the U.S.
Constitution. It came from English common law, which
settlers brought to the colonies centuries ago.

Trump v. Barbara addresses the automatic citizenship
of future children born to undocumented immigrants or
temporary visa holders.


https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/dred-scott-v-sandford
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/169/649/
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/japanese-relocation
https://legalclarity.org/nationality-act-of-1940-citizenship-and-naturalization/
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How Did the U.S. Supreme Court Rule?

On June 30, 2026, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that President Trump’s Executive Order 14160 is not
constitutional. This affirms that birthright citizenship is guaranteed under the 14th Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution and further ratified by the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1940. This ruling blocks enforcement

of President Trump’s birthright citizenship ban.

Key Messaqging

[J Inits 6-3 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed what we have always known: Every child born in the
United States is an American citizen. That principle, unchanged for more than a century continues to
stand.

[J No president has the authority to redefine the meaning of the 14th Amendment and create a class of
people born on American soil but denied the rights and privileges of citizenship.

[1 While the correct decision was reached in the Trump v. Barbara case, it never should have made it to
the U.S. Supreme Court in the first place. This was a blatant attempt by President Trump to bypass
Congress and rewrite a fundamental, long-standing constitutional rule with an executive order.

[] Birthright citizenship remains the law of the land, but President Trump’s escalating attacks on our civil
liberties and voting rights demand our constant vigilance. We will remain on the front lines, mobilizing
our communities and fighting every effort to roll back our progress.

What You Can Do

[J Stay informed: Follow updates on the decision from the ACLU (aclu.org), Legal Defense Fund
(naacpldf.org), and National Urban League (nul.org). Make sure family, friends, and community members
understand what’s at stake and how the decision impacts them.

[J Contact your elected officials: Members of Congress can pass laws to protect or clarify birthright
citizenship. Use the Find Your Members tool at congress.gov. Contact your state and local elected officials.
Make your voice heard!

[] Register to vote and vote in EVERY election: Elections matter and who is in office matters even more!
When we vote consistently, we play an important part in selecting lawmakers who will protect and uphold
our constitutional rights, including birthright citizenship.

Additional Resources
e National Urban League | To Be Equal: “Born in America, Means American. Period”:
https://nul.org/node/8275?eType=EmailBlastContent&eld=76d42f10-f397-4712-a3f3-e8b1223197a9

e Joint Civil Rights Statement on SCOTUS Birthright Citizenship Decision (June 30, 2026): Supreme Court Affirms What Leading Civil
Rights Organizations Have Always Known: Children Born Here are U.S. Citizens | National Urban League

. FWD.us — Civil Rights Leaders on Birthright Citizenship: https://www.fwd.us/news/civil-rights-leaders-and-immigration-advocates-
warn-of-far-reaching-consequences-ahead-of-supreme-court-birthright-citizenship-case/

e  Brennan Center — Birthright Citizenship Under the Constitution: https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-
reports/birthright-citizenship-under-us-constitution



https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://nul.org/node/8275?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=76d42f10-f397-4712-a3f3-e8b1223197a9
https://nul.org/news/supreme-court-affirms-what-leading-civil-rights-organizations-have-always-known
https://nul.org/news/supreme-court-affirms-what-leading-civil-rights-organizations-have-always-known
https://www.fwd.us/news/civil-rights-leaders-and-immigration-advocates-warn-of-far-reaching-consequences-ahead-of-supreme-court-birthright-citizenship-case/
https://www.fwd.us/news/civil-rights-leaders-and-immigration-advocates-warn-of-far-reaching-consequences-ahead-of-supreme-court-birthright-citizenship-case/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/birthright-citizenship-under-us-constitution
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/birthright-citizenship-under-us-constitution

